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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01/04/2007 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement has been considered by the examiner. 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 15-33 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected inventions, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 5/21/2009. 

This application contains claims 15-33 drawn to an invention nonelected without 
traverse in the reply filed on 5/21/2009. A complete reply must include cancellation of 
nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) See MPEP § 821 .01 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 4-9 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Menard et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,061,056). 
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Referring to claim 1, Menard discloses a motion picture storage apparatus (see 
monitoring system 1 in Figure 1). 

Menard also discloses a motion picture input unit which inputs motion picture 
data (see video capture units 9-11 in Figure 1). 

Menard also discloses a motion picture storage unit which sequentially stores the 
motion picture data (see mass storage 20 in Figure 1 and Column 5, Lines 51-55). 

Menard also discloses a condition storage unit which stores a condition related to 
a desirable scene previously set by a user (see Column 5, Lines 23-28 for storing a 
series of keywords/conditions related to scene a user desires to view). 

Menard also discloses a motion picture analyzing unit configured to analyze the 
motion picture data stored in the motion picture storage unit to check whether a scene 
satisfying the condition is present (see Figure 2 and Column 5, Lines 28-50 for the 
device configured to monitor/analyze incoming streams of data to determine a 
scene satisfying the keywords/conditions requested by the viewer), and configured 
to acquire specifying information of the scene satisfying the condition when the scene 
satisfying the condition is present (see Column 6, Lines 39-46 for acquiring and 
presenting specifying information when a scene has been detected by the 
monitoring/analyzing unit). 

Menard also discloses an information notifying unit which notifies the specifying 
information to a device of the user (see Column 6, Lines 39-46 for acquiring and 
presenting specifying information when a scene has been detected by the 
monitoring/analyzing unit). 
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Referring to claim 2, Menard discloses a motion picture output unit which outputs 
the motion pictures data stored in the motion picture storage unit to a device designated 
by the user (see display 3 in Figure 1). 

Menard also discloses that when the specifying information is designated by the 
user, the motion picture output unit outputs motion picture data of a scene designated 
by the specifying information (see Column 8, Lines 46-57 for displaying or recording 
motion picture data when a pattern match is determined). 

Referring to claim 4, Menard discloses that the motion picture data inputted by 
the motion picture input unit include at least coded data of the motion picture (see 
Column 5, Lines 7-19 for inputting closed captioning data/coded data of the 
motion picture). 

Referring to claim 5, see the rejection of claim 1 and further note that Menard 
discloses a motion picture output unit which outputs to a device of the user motion 
picture data of the scene designated by the specifying information when the scene 
satisfying the condition is contained in the motion picture data analyzed by the motion 
picture analyzing unit (see Figures 12-13 and Column 9, Lines 13-25). 

Referring to claim 6, Menard discloses that the motion picture output unit outputs 
the motion picture data after a data format of the motion picture data has been 
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converted into a data format preset by the user (see Column 8, Lines 33-38 for 
storing video clips in an AVI format and Column 9, Lines 40-46 for receiving 
motion picture data in MPEG format, therefore inherently requiring conversion 
from MPEG to AVI in order for the system to recognize the stored video clips). 

Referring to claim 7, Menard discloses that the motion picture input unit receives 
motion picture data including sound data and picture data (see Column 5, Lines 3-4 
for receiving sound and picture data). 

Menard also discloses that the motion picture analyzing unit analyzes the sound 
data and the picture data (see Column 7, Lines 5-16 and Figures 4-5). 

Referring to claim 8, see the rejection of claims 1 and 5 and further note that 
Menard discloses a specifying information receiving unit which receives specifying 
information for designating a specific scene of a motion picture (see Figure 3 and 
Column 6, Line 57 through Column 7, Line 4). 

Menard also discloses a motion picture analyzing unit which analyzes the motion 
picture data stored in the motion picture storage unit to check whether a scene 
corresponding to the specifying information is present (see steps 113-115 for 
analyzing the motion picture data stored by comparing keywords to closed 
captioning text). 

Menard also discloses an information notifying unit which notifies to a device of a 
user the fact that the scene corresponding to the specifying information is present when 
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the scene corresponding to the specifying information is present (see display device 3 
in Figure 1, Figure 13 and Column 9, Lines 21-28). 

The Examiner further notes that no condition information is claimed, 
therefore the Examiner notes that the specifying information can be equated to 
the condition information rejection in claims 1 and 5. 

Referring to claim 9, see the rejection of claim 4. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , see the rejection of claims 1 , 4-5 and 8. 

Referring to claim 12, see the rejection of claim 2. 

Referring to claim 13, see the rejection of claims 1 , 4-5 and 8. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Menard et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,061,056). 

Referring to claim 3, Menard discloses all of the claim limitations of claim 1, but 
fails to teach a condition storage unit further stores a modification condition previously 
set by the user, for modifying a motion picture of the desirable scene and that the 
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motion picture output unit modifies the motion picture data of the scene designated by 
the specifying information in accordance with the modification condition and outputs the 
modified motion picture data to the device of the user. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice to the fact that a viewer can specification a 
modification condition that specifies how a motion picture is modified upon outputting 
the motion picture to the viewer's display. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the monitoring system, as taught by Menard, using the 
modification condition, as taught by the Examiner's Official Notice, for the purpose of 
allowing a viewer to view a motion picture in a format that he/she desires. 

Referring to claim 14, see the rejection of claim 3. 

Referring to claim 10, Menard discloses all of the claim limitation of claim 8, as 
well as that the specifying information receiving unit acquires the specifying information 
from an external server (see Figure 14 for receiving the closed captioning 
information from an external server (broadcasting station)), but fails to teach that 
the external server is previously designated by the user, and the specifying information 
is acquired from the external server when the present time reaches a time instant preset 
by the user. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice to the fact that a viewer can select an external 
server to access at a specified time to acquire specifying information. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the monitoring system, as taught by Menard, using the 
external server accessibility features, as taught by the Examiner's Official Notice, for the 
purpose of allowing a viewer to access supplemental data regarding a television 
program at an off-peak time when the viewer is not using a large amount of bandwidth 
to transmit video programming. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason P Salce/ Jason P Salce 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2421 

July 28, 2009 



